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I.—ForEIGN POLITICS. 


The Sudhakar, of the 10th February, says that though most of the 
The Amir and the Anglo-Indian Charges which are usually brought against the Amir 
press. by the Anglo-Indian press are false, yet that press 
is never weary of making them. It is the intention of papers like the Pioneer 
that Government should instantly declare war against the Amir and take pos- 
session of his country. It may be asked if these people, who incite Govern- 
ment to a war, know anything of the catastrophes which befell the English in 
their former attempts to conquer Cabul? Recently a rumour has been started 
to the effect that the Amir has induced the Mollas to incite the people to a 
jehad against the English. 

9. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 12th February, says that 

ie ah the Anglo-Indian press is eager for a war with the 

casei Amir, and blames him for refusing to come to 

Jelalabad to receive the British envoy. The writer has always said that to 

compel the Amir to come to Jelalabad would be tocourt hostilities with Russia. 

No sooner has a British embassy to Jelalabad been proposed by the English 

Government than Russia has declared that if that Government arranges for a 

treaty with the Amir, she, too, on her part, will not fail to make a similar treaty 
with him. 

With the English Government on one side and Russia on the other, the 
Amir is in a very embarrassing situation indeed. The Amir should therefore 
proceed very cautiously, and the English Government too, for its part, should not 
be less cautious in its procedure. Russiais not inferior to the English Govern- 
ment in diplomatic skill. Ifthe English Government seeks a closer alliance 
with the Amir, Russia too will follow its example, and if the English Govern- 
ment engages in a war with the Amir, that will be precisely the thing that 
will be most acceptable to Russia. 

It is by repeated quarrels that the English Government has made the 
Amir more partial to Russia than before. Indeed, if the Amir had not been 
afraid of the loss of his independence, the English Government’s treatment of 
him would have long before this driven him to intrigues with Russia. But the 
course which the authorities in India now propose to adopt will compel the 
Amir to seek the protection of Russia. 

The English Government says ever and anon that itself and no other has 
raised Abdur Rahman to the throne of Afghanistan, and that an independent 
Afghanistan is still in existence is solely because of the help which it renders to 
the Amir with money and arms. Government maintains that but for such help 
Russia would have long ago annexed Afghanistan. | 

Statements like these cannot fail to cause surprise to the Amir and to 
make Russia smile. That the English Government seated Abdur Rahman on 
the throne of Afghanistan was not because of its partiality for him (for the 
fact is that that Government was far from being well disposed towards him on 
account of his having sought and found shelter with Russia), but because of its 
inability, after the death of Shere Ali and the banishment of his sons, to find 
any other scion of the Dost family whom it could seat on the throne. 

Are not both Russia and Abdur Rahman aware of this fact? After the 
Afghan war under Lord Lytton the English Government favoured the claims of 
Abdur Rahman only because it found it impossible to govern Afghanistan 
directly. In benefiting Abdur Rahman the English Government had an eye 
to its own interests. The good which it did to Abdur Rahman has brought 
much good to itself. It therefore ill becomes the English Government to 
remind the Amir of the services which it has rendered to him. 

Considering that the occupation of Afghanistan will afford a pretext to 
Russia for hostilities, and that it is not also possible to favour the claims of 
either Ayub Khan or Yakub Khan without running the same risk, (for Russia 
will certainly give her support to him whose claims will be disregarded by the 
English Government), it is not expedient to annoy and irritate the Amir, And 

it 18 Certain that an attempt to compel the attendance of the Amir at Jelalabad 
will irritate him and may drive him to seek thé protection of Russia. 

Those who make light of a war with the Amir are incurable fools, for all 
the bitter experiences of the past have been lost upon them. Another such 
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dearly bought victory as those which the English Government won on previous 
occasions in Afghanistan will be ruinous, if not to the English Government 
itself, at any rate to the poor Indians. Those who suppose, like the Civil and 
Military Gazette, that in the case of an English invasion of Afghanistan 
disaffected subjects of the Amir like the Hazaras and the inhabitants of 
Kaffristan will join the English are equally wanting in_ political foresight. 
Abdur Rahman must be more acceptable to them than the English Government, 
fur the former only barasses them occasionally by heavy taxes, while the latter 
robs every country into which its enters of its independence. 


In short, the project of a British embassy to Jelalabad should be given up, 


II.—H omE ADMINISTRATION. 


(a).— Police. 


Dacca PRakasH, 8. The Dacca Prakash, of the 12th February, has learnt that the head. 

Fob, 12th, 1893, A caso of police oppression in constable of the thana at Bajitpur, in the district of 
the district of Mymensingh. Mymensingh, arrested some people, suspectin 
them to be implicated in a case of theft. As they did not admit their compli- 
city in the crime, the head-constable committed such oppression on their wives 
that one of them, who was five months in the family way, miscarried. Her life 
is now in great danger. Her husband Chhabu Sheikh has brought a case in 
Kisoraganj against the head-constable. 


(b).— Working of the Courts. 


samaeeali 4. The Sahachar, of the 8th February, has the following :— 

Feb. 8th, 1893, Heavy punishment of accused The infliction of heavy punishments is now 
persons. the order of the day, And the police officers who 
can get the accused heavily punished are considered efficient men by the 
present Government. Such police officers are being therefore appointed Court 
Sub-Inspectors, Let the guilty be punished by all means, but let them not be 
punished more heavily than they deserve. 


en 56. The Hitavadi, of the 9th February, 


Feb. 9th, 1893. pe case of homicide at Barrack- nyblishes the following account of a case, with a 


view to prove the negligence of the police in 
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performing its duty :— 


Mangal Mistri, Gokul Sekh, Dukhabhajan, and Abdul Rahim are all 
inhabitants of Barrackpore. Mangal’s son, Abdul Sekh, and Gokul Sekh’s son, 
Abdul Rahim, quarrelled and hada fight. Mangal pulled the two boys by the ears 
and thereby tried to separate them. At this juncture Gokul and Dukhabhajan 
arrived on the spot. Emdoldened by their presence, Abdul Rahim threw down 
Mangal on the ground, and Gokul and Dukhabhajan struck the prostrate man 
with their clenched fists and kicked him. After this Mangal had a great 
puin in his abdomen and was unable to walk. So he was carried to the thana 
and afterwards to the hospital, where he died after 12 hours. The doctor who 
examined his dead body declared that death was due to the blows he had 
received. In this case the police did not take the deposition of the dying 
Mangal, although he lived for 12 hours after the assault; and though the man 
died from the effects of the blows he bad received, the police sent up the case 
under section 304A, instead of, section 304 of the Code of Criminal Précedure. 
The result has been that the men who beat Mangal have all been acquitted. 


ae : 3 6. The same paper publishes the follow- 
LLiTAVADI. ° ee 
PS. Bisse Raine Fe Bay ing as another surprising and lamentable failure of 
justice :— 
The Manager of the Wooncock Tea Garden in Assam charged six coolies 
with having killed a pig and eatenits flesh. The Assistant Commissioner of 
Sibsagar tried the case. When he was about to deliver judgment, the 
Manager came to the court and said that tke pig was not worth less than 
Ks. 125. Thereupon the Assistant Commissioner retried the case, and sentenced 


each of the accused to one month’s rigorous imprisonment and to a fine of 
Kis. 20. What can be finer justice than this? 
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7. The same paper publishes the following 
The case against Mr. Watkins on the authority of the Amrita Bazar Patrika ;— 
; A Brahman shop-keeper of Sibsagar was told 


by a chaukidar to leave his shop. The shop-keeper said that he would not 


leave the shop till he was bid by the zamindar. Shortly after this a planter 
named Watkins, came to the place, accompanied by a posse of chaukidars, and 
told the shop-keeper to instantly leave his shop, and upon the latter’s refusal 
to do so dragged him out of the shop and kicked him so as to make him roll 
on the ground in agony. The shop-keeper instituted a case against 
Mr. Watkins, who admitted having kicked the shop-keeper, but pleaded 
provocation. Thereupon the Magistrate dism) ssed the shop-keeper’s case, and 
fined him Rs. 30 as compensation to Mr. Watkins. The writer observes 
in this connection that that shop-keeper ought to have been sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment, for no offence can be so heinous as the institution of a 
complaint against an Englishman. The leniency of the Magistrate in the 
present case in perhaps due to the shop-keeper being a Brahman. The 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has abolished jury trial on the ground that 
jurors let off accused Brahmans. It is to be hoped therefore that the Assam 
Government will keep an eye on this lenient Magistrate. Government will 
also do well to appoint a Commission to enquire whether the Magistrate has any 
Brahman blood in his veins. 


8. The Banganivasi, of the 10th February, has heard it. stated that 
; Government is preparing a statement, showing the 
Government and the jury ques- results of jury trial for the five years immedi- 
0 ately preceding the period for which a statement 
has been submitted with the jury despatch. Even if this is true, there is 
nothing to be a fraid of init. In those days Government, not being given to 
finding fault with thejury system, did not keep any correct account of the results 
of thejury trial, and the present authorities will findit hard tomake out a case 
against the system upon the meagre materials they are likely to get. But the 
fear is lest, in the absence of requisite materials, the authorities should prepare 
a false statement after their own liking. The public will be quite powerless 
to detect the errors that there may bein such a statement. The writer does 
not mean to impeach the honesty of Government, but he must say that its 
zid for prestige and the conduct of its lower officials have filled him with 
distrust. 


9. The same paper says that the case of Captain Hearsey against Sir 
Auckland Colvin has made it clear that even the 
Y just and upright English Government has one set 


of laws for the sovereign and another for the 
subject. The lesson taught by the above case is that no official can be 


prosecuted for defamation, even if he defames one in a public place, inasmuch 
as such prosecution is calculated to affect his prestige and to interfere with 
public business. Does this accord with the pledges given by Her Majesty to 
the people of this country ? 


The result of the case--- Hearse 
versus Sir Auckland Colvin. 


Mr. Phillips, District Magistrate pag ta aoe purrs OF he 18m pirates | 
of Mymensingh. BS 
; The reader is already aware that Mr. Phillips 
issued a warrant of arrest against Rahatunonessa, the female zamindar of Delduar, 
ona charge under section 150 of the Indian Penal Code. A charge under 
section 150 of the Penal Code against a purdanashin lady and a warrant of 
arrest, without previous issue of summons, are things that must startle every- 
body. But Mr. Phillips isa just Magistrate. No other judicial officer has 
perhaps such respect for the law as he has. His justice is an example to 
the civilized world—witness his making Raja Suryya Kanta stand on the dock 
with budmashes and this warrant against Kahatunnessa. RKahatunnessa has been 


released, and Raja Suryya Kanta has been acquitted with honour. In these 


cases the judicial power has been abused, and the consequence is that the whole | 


country is troubled at heart and alarmed, and that Mr. Phillips has become a 
by-word for dreadful oppression. We therefore tell our honoured sovereign, 


What the old woman said to Sabaktagin, “Keep no more territory than you 
can manage well.” 


HITAVADI, 
Feb. 9th, 1893. 


BaNGANIVASI, 
Feb. 10th, 1893. 


BANGANIVASI, 


SULABH DalINIK, 
Feb. 10th, 1893. 
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Mr. Phillips has a worthy and favourite Lieutenant, in the person of a 
Deputy Magistrate of Tangail, bearing the surname of Nag. This Deputy 
Magistrate sentenced the adviser of Rahatunnessa, Mir Masaraf Hossein, to one 

ear’s imprisonment and to a fine of Rs. 1,000. That Mir Masaraf Hossein 

as escaped this punishment is only because Mymensingh was fortunate in 
having Mr. Harding for District Judge. A case was also instituted in the court 
of the same Deputy Magistrate against another adviser of the above female 
gamindar, named Dandamian Khan. But remembering the treatment which 
the female zamindar had received at the hands of the Deputy Magistrate, the 
High Court has ordered the transfer of the case to Siraj ganj. How will the 
people of Mymensingh enjoy peace and security if authority is abused 
repeatedly in this manner? The Queen’s Proclamation had a most reassuring 
effect upon every class of people in this country. But that Proclamation is 
not observed in practice. 

Sections 499 and 500 of the Indian Penal Code deal with defamation, and 
those sections apply to all British subjects—official or non-official—for in the 
eye of the law all are equal. It is certainly reasonable that officers should 
not be punished for anything said or done by them in good faith. But 
whether a thing is said or done in good faith or from malice should 
be judged from the entire course of an officer’s behaviour. If officers 
know that they will be punished for what they say or do from malice, 
that fear will serve as a check upon their arbitrary tendency. But if Gov- 
ernment is determined to take for granted that whatever is said or done by an 
officer is said or done in good fuith, let it disavow the principle that “in the 
eye of the law all are equal.” If Government desires order and good govern. 
ment it should keep a sharp eye on the officials. If it bas no wish to do s0, 
let it cease to call the administration in this country popular administration, 
and give it any other name it likes. 

11. Referring to the arrest of Rahatunnesa Khanum Chaudhurani, 
zamindar of Dedwar, a correspondent of the 
Sudhékar, of the 10th February, says that unless 
the criminal law in this respect is soon amended, the respectability of the 
zanana will be soon destroyed. , | 

12. The Pratikdér, of the 10th February, has 
the following :— | 

The Government of Bengal abolished the jury system on the ground that 
it has not worked well. Many of the Judges attributed the failure of the 
system rather to a defect in the selection of jurors, than to any inherent defect 
in the system itself. The Lieutenant-Governor has ordered District Magistrates 
to prepare revised jury lists, with the object of securing the services of coms 

etent men as jurors. The public interests would not have suffered in the 
east, if, instead of striking at the system, His Honour had tried to improve it 
in this way. 

13. The Samay, of the 10th February, fully admits the necessity of the 

. Lieutenant-Governor’s order for the revision of the 

jury ste nm OF the mutassal jury lists in the mufassal. His Honour might 

have, in this way, improved the jury system, with- 

out laying the axe at its root. ; | . 

14. The Sanjivani, of the 11th February, is glad to notice Mr. Justice 

Mr. Justice Trevelyan on the -revelyan’s sympathy for pardanashin women who 

attendance of Pardanashin ladies may be required to attend court either as suitors or 
ms CONth. witnesses, 

15. The same paper says that the sub-postmaster of the village of 
Cholapur in the Benares district, being charged 
before Mr. Macleod, Judge of Benares, with em: 
bezzlement of Rs. 800, was convicted on three out 
of a large number of counts, of embezzlement to the extent Rs. 75, and 
sentenced to 16 years’ rigorous imprisonment, the Judge considering it un- 
necessary to hold any trial on the other counts, Now, what is to be said 
of a Judge who could sentence a man to 16 years’ rigorous imprisonment for 
embezzlement of Rs. 75 only? He must be called the very model of a wantonly 


cruel Judge. It is men like these who bring disgrace on British courts 
of justice. 


Arrest of a zanana lady. 


The jury question. 


A hard sentence passed by the 
Judge of Benares. 


| int 


_ fhe same paper says that the following will illustrate how justice 

: / d is being dispensed in the Courts of Bengal under 

_A Deputy Magistrate ‘asa judi: gi, Charles Elliot’s Government. A Deputy 
eee Magistrate of Northern Bengal had the following 
private conversation with a certain pleader :— 

Deputy’ Magistrate—Do you know what people say about meas a 
judicial officer ? 

Pleader.—They would not venture to express themselves unfavourably 
about you beforeme. . a 

Deputy Magistrate.—But what opinion do you yourself entertain of me 
as a judicial officer? i a ae 

Pleader.—I may give my own opinion if it will not displease you. 

Deputy Magistrate—I will have no reason to be displeased with you. 
Rather, I will have an opportunity of correcting my faults. 

Pleader.—That will be a matter of great congratulation. We have 
observed two faults in you asa judicial officer. First, you rely 
too implicitly on the evidence adduced by the police, though the 
police of this place is notoriously corrupt. 

Deputy Magistrate.—When I first came to this station I tried some cases 
on their merits, and acquitted prisoners whom I considered in- 
nocent. But the District Superintendent of Police was dis- 
pleased with me for this,and would give me no rest unless 
I. convicted in all cases sent up by the police, even against my 
conscience. I have no choice in the matter. 

Pleader.—Secondly, you pass very severe sentences. 

Deputy Magistrate—In that matter too, my hands are not free. It is 
the order of the Lieutenant-Governor that convicted persons 
should be severely punished. | 

17. The Sédrasvat Patra, of the 11th February, says that it has a very 

high opinion of the judicial capacity of 
a of Mr. Harding, the District Judge of Mymensingh. 
. And when, after the jury notification, Mr. Harding, 
disagreeing with the assessors, sentenced two prisoners to death for murder, 
the peaple thought that the assessors were wrong. But, on appeal, the High 
Court, concurring with the assessors, discharged the accused. Even when 
Judges like Mr. Harding are liable to error, the Government should consider 
whether it acted wisely in depriving the Judges of the aid of jurors. 

18. The same paper says that, according to the Proneer, His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has promised not 
to make any comments on the work done by the 
High Court Judges in their judicial capacity. If 
this news is true, the Lieutenant-Governor is to be thanked for his decision, 
for it shows that His Honour is not an advocate of causeless zid, and 
that he is really a just ruler, and is always ready to correct himself for the sake 
of truth, justice, and the welfare of the people. However, to prevent any 
future friction between the High Court and the heads of the executive, it be- 
hoves the High Court, as well as, the people of this country to get the respect- 
ive powers of the High Court and the executive clearly defined, once for all, 
by the Government in England. 

19. The Prakriti, of the 11th February says that jury agitation has done 


one good, viz. that it has induced the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor to pass an order requiring the prepa- 
ration of reformed and revised jury lists. ‘The Magistrates have been asked 
to select and appoint jurors in consultation with District Judges. Nowadays, 
many » ia agriculturists and shop-keepers are appointed jurors in the 

mufassal, 
20. The same paper refers to a case in which a Bench of Honorary Magis- 
lentenaenal ies testi trates at Howrah has sentenced a butcher to one 
turtice § month's imprisonment for habitually killing turtles 
with great cruelly, and makes the following observa- 


The Lieutenant-Governor and 
the Calcutta High Court. 


The revision of the jury lists, 


. If to torture animals which are killed for the table be an offence, then 
Hindus, Mussalmans, and Christians are all guilty of it. Kai fishes writhe even 
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when they are in the frying-pan, while the way in which the mussalmans 
slaughter animals is certainly very cruel. The same may be said regarding the 
manner of slaughtering pigs. All thisshows that some cruelty is unavoidable to 
animals which are killed for human consumption. It is for this reason that the 
law could show no mercy to those animals. Asregards the present case, suppos- 
ing the man really committed an offence by torturing the turtles, a fine of a 
few rupees would have sufficed. When the facts of the case came to the 
knowledge of Mr. Grierson, he at once released the man on bail, his final 
discharge resting with the High Court. The case points to the necessity of 
establishing some system of examination, the passing of which will be a neces- 
sary qualification for an Honorary Magistrateship. 

21. The Bangavdst, of the 11th February, says that a European lad, 

| aged 14, an assistant in the firm of Messrs, 
ee Whiteaway and Laidlaw, having been charged with 
theft before Mr. F. J. Marsden, and having pleaded guilty to the charge, 
the Magistrate, instead of passing any sentence upon him made him over 
to his guardian, instructing the latter to administer to the lad a sound 
flogging, and threatening, on his failure to do so, to pass alawful sentence. In 
his judgment the Magistrate said that, if he punished the boy for theft, his 
whole career would be ruined, and he therefore refrained from passing any 
sentence upon him. Mr. Marsden tried this case under the same Penal Code 
as is made use of by the Native Deputy Magistrates in the discharge of their 
judicial duty; but could any Native Deputy Magistrate pass a judgment like 
that passed by the European Magistrate in this case? 

lt may be said that it is possible for a European Magistrate to dispose of 
a case in the manner above referred to, because the action of a European 
Magistrate is considered to be above criticism. But this does not seem to be 
the true explanation. The fact is, that, unlike Native Deputy Magistrates, 
Europeans, even on accepting service, do not lose the manliness and independ- 
ence, the impartiality and the foresight which always distinguish that people,. 
But a Native Deputy Magistrate finds it hard to act with impartiality, for he is 
always in dread of his official superior’s opinion about his work. As for inde- 
pendence, it does not seem probable that the quality can exist in a native of 
this country. Is independence possible in one who has accepted service, 
when even the Brahmans, who were at one time conspicuously noted for their 
independence, have lost it? Can a subject, trampled-down Bengali youth, 
devoid of all knowledge of the sastras, and without the least sense of the dis- 
tinction between right and wrong, act with independence and courage, though 
temporarily raised to a high station by the favour, or rather the curse, of 
fortune? Indeed, can one whose heart has lost all tenderness even for those 
who are nearest and dearest to him, act with independence and courage? Can 
a coward possess these qualities? Certainly not. And no one expects them in 
a Native Deputy Magistrate. 

Mr. Marsden’s judgment in the case of the European lad, however, should 
be studied by every judicial officer. All judical officers should carefully note 
that, when a man is punished for theft, his career is ruined for life. When a 
man is convicted of theft, care should be taken to see whether a sentence of 
imprisonment should be passed upon him, for when a man is once sent to jail, 
there is the risk of his coming out of it more a beast than a man. 

22, The same paper says that the Benzal Government has ordered the 
District Magistrates to choose in consultation with 
District Judges only such men as jurors as are 
intelligent and educated. So far so good. But are darogas, jamadars, and 
villago chaukidars to be judges of men’s intelligence and education? 
There need be no fear on this point, for the Lieutenant-Governor has arranged 
by legislation for the appointment, as far as possible, of educated men of re- 
spectable families as chaukidars. If this arrangement is not carried out in 
practice, that will not be the fault of the authorities. 

23. ‘The same paper says that some judicial officers seem to consider it 
a matter of pride that they should be able to 
drag pardanashin women into court. Mr. Justice 
; ae Trevelyan, however, does not approve of this 
practice. He is ofopinion that, when the evidence of pardanashin women i8 


Selection of jurors. 


Pardanashin women in law 
courts. 
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absolutely necessary, the Judge, if no other course is open to him, should 
personally go over to the house of the witness and take her evidence. 

24. The same paper says that one Donai Mahapatra was convicted of theft 

at the Cuttack Sessions, sentenced to eight months’ 
A sentence of the Sessions yjeorous imprisonment, of which two months were 
— to be spent in solitary confinement, and to 30 
stripes, ‘The reason given for this severe sentence was that there were several 
previous convictions against him. The sentence, however, having been appealed 
against, Messrs. Justices Prinsep and Ameer Ali, by whom the appeal was heard, 
considered that the sentence was very severe, and reduced it. Indeed, the 
rigour of the sentence passed by the criminal judiciary has struck every body 
dumb. 
ea et 25. The same paper writes as follows :— 
Court and the Lieutenant-Govern- The English have framed laws according to 
or. their own will for governing this country. And 
the keeping up of the prestige of these laws, even if suppression of truth and 
encouragement of falsehood be necessary for the purpose, is what is called 
dispensation of justice! The framing of the laws is entrusted to the executive, 
the judiciary being only required to interpret these laws, without in the least 
questioning their quality. Hven under such circumstances the heads of the 
executive and the judiciary are not on amicable terms with each other. 
The executive heads are not satisfied with the way justice is dispensed by the 
judiciary, and this has led to a difference between the Calcutta High Court 
and the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. But why are the authorities making 
themselves ridiculous in the eyes of the people by engaging in these unseemly 
squabbles when it is left to them to make such laws as they like? Why do 
they not, for instance, effectually prevent the escape of accused persons by 
framing such laws as will secure the object? It is true the adoption of such 
a course would make the Government the object of a little unfavourable criti- 
cism, but the rulers of a large country like India need to be a little thick- 
skinned. 
26. The same paper says that the treasurer of the Nowgong 1 Ra ge 
in Assam, being charged with criminal breach 
ls aa 9 pg Bo 20. of trust before the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. 
Assam. Henderson, stated in his written answer that the 
Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong used, from time to time, to take money from 
the public treasury for his own private use. Seven documents were submitted 
in coroboration of this charge against the Deputy Commissioner, This answer 
of the treasurer was filed on the 30th January last. It is said that on the 1st 
February the Deputy Commissioner personally came into court, and tore 
away the seven incriminating documents from the papers of the case. When 
this incident occurred Mr. Ward, the Chief Commissioner, was present in Now- 
gong. The matter was at once brought to his notice by the treasurer, A 
summary investigation was held, and the Deputy Commissioner is reported 
to have admitted that he was not in his proper temper when he tore away the 
documents. 

If the charge against the Deputy Commissioner turns out to be true, 
how is his action in the present case to be characterized? Is it responsible 
administration or irresponsible despotism ? 

27. ‘The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandiika, of the 12th February, refers to 
the protest made by the planters of the Darjeeling 
Dooars against the jury order, on the ground that, 
if Government is now allowed to make an attack 
upon the jury rights of natives, it may another time make an attack upon the 
jury rights of the Anglo-Indians also, and remarks that this is precisely what 
the writer has always pointed out. 

28. Referring to the observations made by the Bangavasi, on a recent 

The Bangavasi on the Deputy decision of Mr. Marsden, the Chief Presidency Mazis- 
ane trate, (See paragraph 21) the Dainik-o-Samachar 
Chandrika, of the 18th February, writes as follows :— | 
_ . Mr. Marsden made over a European lad, convicted of theft to bis guardian, 
instructing the latter to give him a sound flogging by way of punishment, 
and the Bangavast wants the Native Deputy Magistrates to deal with boy 


The protest of the planters of 
the Dooars against the jury order. 
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criminals in a similar way. What Deputy Magistrate is not willing to carry 
out the Bangavas?s suggestion? But would any Native Deputy Magistrate 
be retained in his office if he shows such sympathy for a boy criminal? No 
Deputy Magistrate can, now a days, act with independence and according to the 
dictates of his own conscience. If he attempts to do so he will incur the 
displeasure of his Magistrate, his Commissioner, and—above all—of the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor himself. Indeed, it is invidious to institute a comparison 
between a Native Deputy Magistrate and a European Magistrate like 
Mr. Marsden. The Bangavast, perhaps, thinks that under the British Govern- 
ment both are placed on the same footing—that a Native Deputy Magistrate 
can act with the same independence as a European Magistrate. But, as a 
matter of fact, such is not the case. If the Lieutenant-Governor is not satisfied 
with Mr. Marsden’s trials, or, for that matter, with the trials held by any 
European Magistrate—Joint-Magistrate or Assistant Magistrate—he cannot, 
for that reason, depose or degrade him. AJl he can do is to censure that 
Magistrate in the Reports and Resolutions. But does the Bangarasi need to be 
told what would be the fate of a Native Magistrate in such a case? 

The Bangavast must be aware of the order which was passed upon the 
Deputy Magistrate of Kushtia by the District Magistrate in connection with 
the Watson Co’s. case. The Magistrate distinctly wrote to his Deputy 
to snub the Professor who was lecturing to Watson Co’s. men, and take 
from him securities for good conduct. Need it be pointed out, after this, 
how miserable is the condition of Native Deputy Magistrates, when a District 
Magistrate can write such a letter to any one of them, and when he is not 
punished by Government for thus interfering with the Jlatter’s judicial 
independence. The Bangavasi will, probably, advise a Deputy Magistrate who 
has received such a letter from his Magistrate rather to give up his appoint- 
ment than sacrifice his judicial independence. But it is easier advising a man 
to give up his appointment than giving up an appointment. It is truea man 
who will rather sacrifice money than his own independence is worthy of 
unbounded respect, but how many people of this sort can be found in this 
world ? 

Perhaps the Bangavasi will, yet, say that a Deputy incurs no danger in 
disobeying an unjust order of his superior Magistrate. But thousands of cases 
can be given, in which Deputy Magistrates have been degraded and otherwise 
disgraced for refusal to carry out the unjust orders of their superior 
Magistrates. 

Indeed, how can it be possible for the Deputy Magistrates to act accord- 
ing to their conscience, when they incur the displeasure of the authorities if 
they do not inflict heavy sentences of fine and imprisonment on criminals, 
and when want of severity brings down upon them the censure of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

Ile is mistaken who thinks that Native Deputy Magistrates are perverse 
by nature. Give a Deputy Magistrate sufficient judicial independence, and the 
writer is sure that he will act properly and worthily. The administration of 
criminal justice by Native Deputy Magistrates will not be faultless, so long as 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the Divisional Commissioners, and the District Magis- 
trates have anything to do with those officers in their judicial capacity. 

29. A correspondent of the Som Pvakash, of the 13th February, says 

that there is no basis for the statement made by a 

Honorary writer in the Indian Mirror, that the Santipur public 
are dissatisfied at the appointment of a Muham- 

madan as an Honorary Magistrate of that place, and that they are going 
to memorialise Government against him. The Muhammadan gentleman is 
regularly doing his duty as an Honorary Magistrate, and is a man of far ereater 
ability than the Hindu Honorary Magistrates, with the exception of two or 
three. He was formerly a police inspector and is conversant with criminal 
work. ‘Lhe writer endorses the views of the Sanjivant newspaper on this 


A Muhammadan 
Magistrate of Santipur. 


subject, and hopes that Government will not mind the selfish cry which may 
be raised either by individuals or by classes. 


30. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 14th February, says that the jury question 


is still engaging tke attention of the Secretary 
of State. 


The proposed Jury Commission, 


The Pioneer has, in the meantime, 


( 121 ) 


proposed the appointment of a Commission to settle the matter. No good was 
over done by a Commission in this country, and the proposed Commission will 
not be an exception in this respect. But, then, a Commission will enable 
Government to come out victorious out of its present disagreeable predicament. 
Many people donot know what farces these Commissions are. A Commission 1s 
extremely likely to endorse the decision of Government in the matter. And 
if that proves to be the case, Government will find it possible to make an 
announcement to that effect, and thus satisfy many people. 
31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 15th February, says that, parmir-o-Samacuar 
: while Sir Richard Garth, Sir Douglas Straight, and a ee oa 
Mr. Toynbee on the jury question. a7, Jardine have tried to give the British public ~“"~ ” 
a true idea of the real import of the jury question, Mr. Toynbee has sought 
to mislead them on that subject. Mr. Toynbee has urged that, if jury trial has 
been abolished in certain cases, it has been at the same time extended to others. 
But what is the good of continuing jury trial if people cannot have the benefit 
of that trial in murder and other serious cases, in those cases, that is, in which 
failure of justice is sure to take place without the aid of a jury, and if they have 
it extended to cases relating to marriage, the number of which must be very small, 
Sir Richard Garth has found fault with the judicial ability of the Civilian Judges. 
Without daring to deny this charge against the Civilian Judges, Mr. Toynbee 
has given them credit for an intimate knowledge of native customs and the 
vernacular languages. But the extent of the Civilian Judges’ knowledge of 
these matters is well known to everybody, and specimens of such knowledge 
often afford food for laughter. 
32. The same paper says that the conviction of innocent people is ins pam«-o-Samacuar 
Government on the conviction directly an encouragement to crime. If a really  CHANDRIK«. 
of accused persons, cuilty man sees another punished for his crime he 
srows bolder, and the innocent man, who finds himself punished for an offence 
which he never committed, takes to evil courses from grief and the effects of 
evil company he falls into in the jail. This has therefore the effect of increas- 
ing crime. But the authorities who are inattentive to this fact have an im- 
pression that the best way of diminishing crime is to make it impossible for the 
accused to escape punishment. They therefore wish to see every accused 
person punished, and frown upon a Deputy Magistrate who lets off an accused 
person. Instead of providing, as they ought to do, means for the punishment 
of the guilty and aremedy against the vesting of executive and judicial powers 
in one and the same officer, they give such evil instruction as the following to 
Magistrates :—‘* The Deputy Magistrates are expected to supply the missing 
link of evidence.” What a thing is this! 
33. A correspondent of the same paper complains that there aretoo many parnik-o-Samacaar 


The Deputy Magistrates at Deputy Magistrates at Burdwan. It would be well CHANPuIKa. 
Burdwan. to reduce their number by one, and to appoint one 
more Munsif. But who will listen to this practical advice? 
; (d.) Education. 
34. The Sanjivani, of the 11th February, says that the Lieutenant-Govern- SuuIViNe 


or is very anxious to teach etiquette to the 
schoolboys and has issued several Resolutious for 
that purpose. It is His Honour’s heartfelt desire that Bengali students should 
respectfully greet every European they come across, and the teachers of schools 
are strictly enjoining their pupils to do so. A few days ago, accordingly, 
when some boys of the Narainganj School, in the Dacca district, met a Eu- 
ropean, by the name of Palmer, going past them as they were playing on a 
maidan, they greeted him by saying ‘‘ good morning.” The European, however, 
took offence, and soundly flogged with his cane one of the boys. The aggrieved 
student laid a complaint before Mr. Lea, the sub-divisional officer. But 
that officer refused to issue summons, though the Vice-Chairman of the local 
municipality and the head master of the Narainganj School, corroborated the 
student’s allegations. ‘The aggrieved student should not give up the matter 
here, but move some higher court for redress, 
85. The same paper does not consider Mr. Odling’s proposal for the 
The proposal for the creation of Creation of a B. Sc. degree in the Calcutta Univer- 
a B. Se. degree in the Calcutta Sity unreasonable. It remains to be seen what the 
University, University authorities do in this matter. 


(Schoolboy etiquette Feb, 11th, 1898. 
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36. Tue Bangavasi, of the 11th February, says that the Director of 
hn salee semaiien the-anlion Public Instruction in Bengal has, like the Director 
officers of the Education Depart- Of Public Instruction in Madras, ordered that no 
ment. native officer of the Education Department should 
be allowed to use ‘ Mr.’ before his name. It is saidthat someeducated ‘ Babus’ 
of the Education Department have felt insulted at the passing of this order, 
Well they may, for people who are ashamed to own their parentage are likel 
to be sensitive in this matter, as their training, their education, and their enlight- 
enment all tend to make them so. 
37. The same paper says that in his Convocation speech the Vice-Chan- 
Mr. Justice Pigot at the last Cellor, Mr. Justice Pigot, distinctly said that the 
Convocation. object with which the Calcutta University was creat- 
ed was to convert the people of this country to English ideas, Euglish education, 
and English views. Those who are obtaining University education and Uni- 
versity diplomas ought to note this. There are people, however, who would 
not see this, though it is so clearly pointed out to them. No good can be ex- 
pected of such men in this life. 
38. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 18th February, says one 
Sir Charles Elliott and the would like to be a boy again, as many have become, 
schoolboys. under Sir Charles Elliott’s administration. On the 
10th February last a reception, organized mainly at the instance of Sir Charles 
himself, was accorded at the Science Association of Dr. Sircar to the mufssal 
boys who came down to Calcutta to appear at the Entrance Examination. 
And a grand students’ party was given at Belvedere the next day, to which 
the mufassal boys and many bigger Calcutta boys were invited. Sir Charles 
seems to think that Brahmans may take food anywhere if served by Brah- 
mans. It is not difficult to see what sort of friends to the Hindu Society those 


people are who have taught Sir Charles this lesson. True Hindus have, 
therefore, reason to be alarmed. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


39. The Kasipurnivasi, of the 10th February, has the following on the 
affairs of the Barisal Municipality :— 

The overseer of the Municipality draws a large 
salary, and yet he does not do his duty properly. The jungle in the native 
and the European quarters of the town is not properly cleared, and the mehter 
service of the municipality is very defective, while the municipal privies at the 
head of the road leading to the lodgingshouse belonging to the late Golamali 
Chaudhuri are a great nuisance. It is hoped that the Chairman and the 
Commissioners will look into the matter. 

40. The Pratikar, says that as the municipalities are now principally 


a administered by natives, Government is ver 
—a of Govern: anxious to protect its own interests. Lest public 

buildings and cffices should be assessed at high 
rates, it has instructed its officials strongly to protest against all over-assess- 
ments of such properties. Government cautions its officials to protect its own 
sprennett but none can be found to watch and protect the interests of the 

eople. 

, 41. The same paper says that the approach of the hot season and the 


A water scarcity in Murshidabad ary oe of the rivers, canals and tanks, are 
causing great anxiety to the people. From this 


time the Bhagirathi begins to dry up, and the people of Berhampore suffer 
much for want of water. 


The Barisal Municipality. 


The local bodies have on several occasions been requested to take upon 
themselves the task of saving the people from a water famine, and the writer 
once more draws their attention to the matter. 

42. The Sanjivani, of the 11th February, says that the letter which 

Mr. Phillips and the water- Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of Mymensingh, wrote to 


works contractor of the Nasizrabad the Chairman of the Nasirabad Municipality on 
Municipality in the Mymensing 


p remacrah 4 the 1st December last, in the matter of Mr. Drake- 

OF ford, water-works contractor, reads as if Mr. 
Phillips’ sole object was to benefit Mr. Drakeford, even at the expense of the 
Municipality, whose interests it is his duty to safeguard. 
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43. The Bangavasi, of the 11th February, says that the Lieutenant- negro 

Governor was in a fury for the ovor-assessment of **)"™ 
Municipal assessment of Go- municipal taxes on certain public buildings, and 
ances RL has issued special orders for the prevention of such 
over-assessment in future. What a matter of congratulation would it have 
been if His Honour had been as watchful of the interests of his subjects, who 
are like his sons, as he has shown bimself to beof the interests of Government. 
But unfortunately, the authorities conduct themselves in such matters as if 

they were sworn enemies of the people. | 

44, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 12th February, says that parsrr-o-SamacHaR 

oe ss since the Lievtenant-Governor found fault with the Pager age 
crealization of municipal rates 2 Culcutta Municipality for its remissnessin realizing shasta 

the municipal rates, those rates are being realized 
with greater rigour. His Honour has advised the municipality to realize the 
rates with the same rigour with which the Government revenue is collected. 
The Commissioners are therefure compelled to do deliberate wrong. This will 
cause great hardship to the rate-payers. 

45. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 13th February, takes Sow Praxasu, 

exception to the proposal of the Santipur Munici- — Fe 18th, 180s. 
pality to purchase the tank called ‘ Paldighi’ with 
Rs. 6,000 to be borrowed from Government. The municipality is now in an 
extremely miserable condition, and the state of its roads is deplorable, ;t is 
unable to pay the bills of the contractors and the workmen, who have served it. 
Such being the case, it will be hardly justified in incurring a liability of 
Rs. 6,000for the purpose of purchasing the tank. It is hoped that the Magis- 
trate of the District and the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, will 
carefully consider the proposal of the Municipality. 

46. he Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of tie 15th February, says that in parv«-o-Samacuarn 

: 3 anticipation of a Government grant, Mr. Phillips Reagerger 
dl op seer oe 0 made a contract with the East Indian Railway “""" 

Company for the supply by that Company of 
certain materials for certain bridges which the Mymensingh District Board had 
agvreed at his instance to construct. But Government refused to sanction that 
grant, and the Company has instituted a suit for compensation for Rs. 9,000. 
The Divisional Commissioner called upon Mr. Phillips for an explanation, But 
his decision on the subject is not yet known. It would be wrong to compel 
the District Board to pay the compensation in question. Neither tue members 
of the District Board, nor the rate-payers are in any way responsible for this 
indiscreet contract. It is Mr. Phillips who has been guilty of indiscretion, and 
the compensation should therefore be paid by deduction from his pay. 


(f }\— Questions affecting the land. 


47. A correspondent of the Sudkakar, of the 10th February, says that SUDHAKAR, 
recently three officers of a zamindar in the Mymen- Feb. 10th, 1893. 
singh district came to a certain village in the 
Mymensingh pargana accompanied by thirty or forty men and ten elephants, 

and demanded rent from the raiyats. The raiyats, notwithstanding the great 

distress they were in, offered their legitimate rents, together with road cess at 

the rate of six pies in the rupee. The zamindar’s men, however, demanded 

road cess at the rate of one anna, mufassal expenses at the rate of eight annas, 

and compound interest for their arrears of rent. They even dragged some 

ralyats to their cutcherry, confined them there, and insisted upon their execu- 

ting kabuliyats for the payment of rent, cess interest, &c., at the above 

described rates. And it was not tiil the raiyats had formed a union among 

themselves and threatened to give information to the police and the Magistrate 

that the men went away. ‘The correspondent draws the attention of the 

authorities to the conduct of the zamindars in Mymensingh, and regrets that 

an such as have been described above shouid be possible under British 

ule, 


48. The Sanjivani, of the ates February, has been informed by three ila 
_ Yespectable correspondents that the zamindars of Feb, 11th, 19 
Th ; : r) th, 1898, 
rs o-Parpanss o Gobardanga,in Gobardanga in the 24-parganas District, are 
exacting from their raiyats of the Madhudiya 
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The Santipur Municipality. 


The zamindars of Mymensingh. 
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pargana abwab to the extent of six annas in the rupee from each raiyat. The 
gamindars ougbt to be careful in this matter, or the latter will be advised to 
take proper steps against such exactions. 
PRAERITI, 49. The Prakriti, of the 11th February, says that there was a time when 
Feb, 11th, 1893. a very good understanding prevailed between 
og gr sage ore executed by zamindar and raiyat in the district of Mymensingh, 
—_ space at but the very reverse of this is the case now. The 
Bengal Tenancy Act conferred new rights on the 
raiyats, but the zamindars in the district of Mymensingh, tried to deprive 
them of those rights, by making them give kabuliyats on terms which have 
been pronounced illegal under the Act. Even the raiyats who have been 
in possesion of lands for generations past have to execute kabuliyats for the 
same for terms extending over five or six years. This is clearly illegal, under 
section 178 of the Tenancy Act. Many copies of illegal kabuliyats of this 
nature are in the registry offices, and Government can ascertain their real 
character. It is asked that these illegal kubuliyats may be cancelled, and 
new kubuliyats executed in their place. 
Bancavast, 50. The Bangdvast, of the 11th February, says that the raiyats of the 


ee ee ae Government khas mahals, in the Malda district, 
A petition of the khas mahal 


, outer submitted a petition to Mr. Quinn, Commissioner 
eT of the Bhagalpur Division, in November last, com- 
plaining of the conduct of Mr. Samuells, Collector of Malda, towards them, in 
insisting upon their growing indigo for Mr. Atkinson, of the Kaliachak 
Factory. The Commissioner not having vouchsafed a reply to their petition, 
and the raiyats having learned from some source that Mr. Quinn is related to 
Mr. Atkinson, they have submitted a petition to the Board of Revenue, 
representing their graivences. It is hoped Mr. Stevens, the senior member of 
the Board, who is a wise and experienced officer, will enquire into the matter, 
and remove the grievances of the raiyats, if they really have any. The khas 
mahal raiyats can reasonably expect from Government at least those privileges 
which are conceded by it even to the raiyats on private estates. 
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(y)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


SuLana. Dani, 51. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 15th February, refers to frequent accidents 
Feb. 15th, 1893. iia els alll ie to coolies working on the railway lines, and asks 
waltwan aie. the railway authorities to take steps to prevent these 
accidents in future. The cooly sardars should, in 
future, be held responsible for these deaths, for it is in their power to prevent 

them by giving timely warning to the men working on the line. 
Bankura Darran, 52. The Bankura Darpan, of the 15th February, asks the Magistrate of 
Feb. 15th, 1893. Pe pe rear Bankura to move Government for permission to 
canals in the district of Bankura. Spend a portion of the road cess revenue that has 


been contributed by the people of the district, and 
from which they have hitherto received no benefit, tor the purpose of repair- 


ing old embankments and re-excavating large tanks and irrigation canals in 
that district. If this is done, it will have the effect of removing the present 
distress, by supplying work to labourers, and of preventing it in future. 


(1)-— General, 


eae 63. The JIitarddi, of the 9th February, says that, since his elevation to 


Feb, Oth, 1893. eG PUES SE: the throne of Bengal, Sir Charles Elliott has been 
reduction of expenditure. forming schemes of retrenchment, and Fiving effect 

tothem. Hehas upto thistime kept his eyes fixed 

upon the bread of the poor clerks. But lately he submitted to the Government 

of India a proposal for the reduction of the salaries of the Standing Counsel 

to the Bengal Government and of the Assistant Secretary to that Government 

in the Legislative Department. This proposal has been rejected. Since he is 

so fond of reduction of expenditure why does he not try to reduce his own 


salary? In that case there will be no need of depriving many poor men of 
their hard-earned pittance. 


K ASIPURNIVASI, 54. ) TT) 
k. ms os Barisal as a contee for the ces Kasipur Nivdsi, of the 10th February, 
eh, 10th, 1885. khtarship examination. asks the authorities to make the town of Barisal @ 


centre for holding the mukhtarship examination. 
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55. The Prakriti, of the 11th February, has the following :-— 

Cries of distress are being heard from all sides. The lower classes of 
people find it difficult to procure two meals daily. 
And the writer is glad to learn that this is causing 
anxiety to the Lieutenant-Governor and His 
Honour is ready to adopt remedial measures. In consideration of the high 
prices of food-grains in the country, Sir Charles Elliott has passed an order, 
increasing by Re. 1 the salary of peons employed in Government offices 
in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Hooghly, Rangpur, &c. His Honour is 
thanked by the writer for this generous order. 


56. The Snjivanit, of the 11th February, says that, in reply to the 
representations made to the Viceroy by the deputa- 
tion of the Currency Association, His Excellency 
hinted his willingness to grant the request of the 
European officials of Government to have their salaries and pensions paid in 
sterling money, and said that good pay must be given if good work was to 
be expected. All this is true. But is it true only in the case of European 
officials of Government, and not in the case of its native employés? The 
native officers of Government work themselves to death but who ever 
looks to their pay? In India each Secretary to Government draws the 
same salary asthe Prime Minister in England. Are there anywhere in the 
world such highly-paid officers as there are in India? Yet the Viceroy 
seems to think that the Indian officers are not well paid. Well, do these 
officers ever consider to what depth of poverty they would have sunk to-day 
if India had not been subject to British rule? The people are starving, and, 
thanks to British rule, the country is on the verge of bankruptcy, and yet 
Lord Lansdowne would say that if good work was to be expected from the 
Indian officers they must be well paid. It is the indulgence of Government 
that has made these men so importunate in their demands and so negligent 
of their duties. Let Indian officers give up their idle luxuries, and they will 
find that, even in the midst of this exchange difficulty, they can live with ease 
on their salaries, and also lay by something as a future provision for their 
families. 


Taxation has reached its highest limit, and it is impossible either to 
increase the rate of any existing tax or impose a fresh tax upon the people. 
A demand of increase of pay from the civilians at such a time would only 
mean that these officers are too self-seeking to pay any heed to the present 
condition of the country. 


57. The same paper says that on the retirement of Mr. Kilby, who used 
The post of Income-tax Col- to hold the two posts of Income-tax Collector and 
lector of Calcutta. Superintendent of the Preventive Service, on a 
salary of Rs. 1,000 per month, Mr. Dawson, of the Preventive Service, has 
been appointed its Superintendent on a salary of Rs. 700 per month, and 
Mr. Sterndale, Cantonment Magistrate of Dum-Dum, has got the Income-tax 
Collectorship on a present salary of Rs. 700 and a house allowance of Rs. 250 
per month, with a prospect of his salary being increased to Rs. 1,000. Now, 
Mr. Kilby used to get only Rs. 300 for discharging the duties of the Income- 
tax Collector, but Government now proposes to spend Rs. 1,250 per month for 
the same work. Besides, Mr. Dawson, who officiated for Mr. Kilby in both the 
posts with ability, had a right to get them both, It would seem that the policy 
of retrenchment is to be applied only when any improvement is proposed for 
the good of the natives or of their country. In maintaining its own country- 
men Government is as open-handed as ever. As is the master, so is the dis- 
ciple! Sir Charles Elliott, who only professes friendship for the Bengalis, but 
is really their enemy at heart, has got Secretaries, most of whom are worthy of 
him in this respect. 


58. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 12th February, says that 

the postal peons have numerous grievances. They 
_ work hard, receive small pay, get no holidays, and 
are fined at every step. These men, therefore, made a combined prayer for the 
redress of their grievances. This has greatly displeased the authorities. But 
What of the combined agitation by the authorities themselves against the 


A generous order of the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor. 


The exchange difficulty and the 
European officers of Government. 


‘lhe postal peons. 


PRAKRIT}, 
Feb. llth, 1893. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 11th, 1893. 


SANJIVANI. 


DAaINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDEIKa, 


Feb. 12th, 1893, 


¢ 
. : P . . ~ + : 
: « ee hans “ : : a Re wt, ee 4 regs es ’ ~ 
: Sa >) A eS Se yy Se Fetes Pee, Som ot > Se) 
i rr | ee 2 es © mat Net ¥ . > - vee of > a “ o ed 


bar me 


day rt: Aa 
4 £ » \ 
ect . ' 
- : ~ eg tne 
ae “ae - ‘ > 
ie Ss 3% $= 7 OR, l . - . ‘ 
Ra ae ya eae oe Ne / i es be may oe asm -* ” ~— j > &» . . 
: : é = t 
6M ont ~~ at ee . *. > . 


> e * = ~ Spams WE eat 2B _—- = 4 -— = e 
™ s our vy ONE “ tf? yer i ~ ere %E x ¥ - é . 
| en - Ap; = p . * 
nie ch ra RMR Beg a en oe a gs ete 
 é re aan a 2 S Cay ane se ad - 
St he * 2 Uphee sl . 
/ 


4 naan 5 eS -_ ae 
oe je ~~ . ge Ae ss Fadi o>. * 4 Cee. a . - 
— AF ay Sin ek ey ee ee Se = — 
‘ —— OO motes . . on 
« rer in ue = ‘ie te. yet :* “a ey sa | 
‘ wp ND cet aeertEr a tap Fie Dyes rr? ae Rite Tinea 
2 ed, ee _ 
¥ eres yee 
7 &: * Roy - - 
Py b . a es 
» a és \ 


( 126 ) 


exchange difficulty? Fine justice this, indeed! And it is such fine justice 
that constitutes the crown of English glory! 
SuLaBa Darnik, 59. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 15th February, takes exception to the 
Feb. 15th, 1893. Lord Lansdowne and the jury statement in the St. James’ Gazette, that it will be 
agitation. creditable to the jury agitators if they can make 
the Viceroy retire before his time. The people of this country have no person. 
al grudge of any kind against Lord Lansdowne; they are dissatisfied only with 
his public acts. And it is not easy to see why they should get any credit if they 
can make the Viceroy retire before his time. ‘There is no knowing what sort ofa 
ruler his successor will be. It may be that he may prove even worse than Lord 
Lansdowne and in that case the people will fall from the frying-pan iato the 
fire. Again, the people will get no credit if the Viceroy retires under a sense 
of shame for acts done by him. But, then, that is not a very likely contin- 
gency, as the Viceroy is not a man who is likely to feel any shame for his acts, 
If His Excellency had any fear of shame, he would not have given his consent 
to the jury notification. Not only His Excellency, but most of the officials of 
Government, too, have very little sense of shame, or they wculd not be able to 
rule the country. Even the Secretary of State, himself, is a man who wants to 
please all parties. It seems that he will not decide the jury question during 
Lord Lansdowne’s tenure of office, lest his decision should give offence to His 
Excellency. 
ag 60. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 15th February, says that 
Feb. 1th, 1893. Travelling allowances for the many sepoys and havildars have more than one 
wives of sepoys. wife. But Government has ruled that they can 
draw travelling allowances for only one of their wives. It would be wrong to 
impute motives toGovernment. But will not such an order serve as an indirect 
check upon polygamy P 
penton 61. The Bankura Darpan, of the 15th February, says that this year cooly- 
a Cooly-recruiting in the district recruiting is going on briskly in the district of 
of Bankura. Bankura, and hardly a day passes without some 
people missing their sons and daughters. The recruiters escape detection by 
detaining their coolies in secret places, and in getting them registered in dis- 
tricts others than those in which they have been recruited. The law should, 
therefore, require all cooly registrations to be made in the district in which the 
coolies have been recruited, and insist on their being kept in public places. 
62, The same paper says that, though section 72 of the Civil Accounts 
Increase of pay for menial ser. Code empowers the Lieutenant-Governor to give 
vants of Government. in times of distress an increase of salary from Re, 1 
to Rs. 13 to all menial servants of Government on less than Rs. 16 per month, 
yet His Honour has exercised his power in favour only of servants who get 
Ks. 5 per month. All Government servants whose salary is less than Rs. 16 
should have been given an increase of pay in consideration of the prevailing 
distress. 
Bg ea 63. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 1Cth February, says that, 
Feb, 15th, 1393, The British Indian Association if it be true that Mr. Cotton, Chief Secretary to the 
in the Surys Kante case. Government of Bengal, has called for an explanation 
from the British Indian Association for their submitiing a memorial to the 
India Government about Raja Surya Kanta’s case, it must be admitted that 
Sir Charles Elliott has gone mad. Mr. Phillips conduct to the Raja is not a 
mere personal matter, in which the public have no concern. The Magistrate is 
not an individual, but a servant of the State. And if such zulm and zuburdust 
he not matters which concern the public, and if it be not proper for the Asso- 
ciation to protest against them, then the Association may as well cease to exist. 
All other Associations should protest on the subject. The writer has no doubt 
that the British Indian Association will not allow itself to be brow beaten 


by Sir Charles, but will show a bold front to His Honour, and teach a lesson 
to him. 
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BANKUCRA DARFAN. 


IIT]1.— LEGISLATIVE. 


SABACHAL, Lord Lansdowne and the re- O64. The Sahachar, of the 8th February, has 
heb. Sth, 1892, construction of the Supreme Legis- the following aon 


soa Coaned ae In the course of a speech made by the Viceroy 
in Southern India [is Excellency was pleased to say that the new rules which 


| i 3 


he was about to frame on the subject of the reconstitution of the Legislative 
Councils would satisfy all people who want to see some principle of representa- 
tion introduced into those Councils. This, together with the right of returning 
a member to the Provincial Councils, which was promised to the Universities of 
Bengal and the North-Western Provinces by the Lieutenant-Governors of those 
provinces, raised some hopes in the minds of the public. But on the 3rd Febru- 
ary last the Viceroy declared in Council that an unexp:cted legal difficulty 
having arisen, the number of the members of that Council would not be in- 
creased for the present. Two important rights, viz. the right of discussing the 
budget and the right of interpellation, have, however, been conceded. Lord 
Lansdowne thinks it indispensable that the members of his Council should 
possess the right of discussing the budget, no matter whether any new tax 18 
imposed or not. This discussion is likely to prove a great help to Government, 
and to keep the public well informed. All this is very good, but what will 
the result of the discussion be ? 

Will any member be able to make a new proposal or will any tax be abolished 
or modified in consequence of such proposal? Will the members be able to 
compel Government to adopt their views? Nothing of the kind. There 
will be a discussion simply, and it will have some effect, that is all. An old 
man was norrating the battle of Blenheim to his grandchildren. ‘The boys said 
“there was a great battle and lots of men died, but what was the result of the 
battle?’”? The old man replied “I cannot say what the result was, but then a 
great victory was won.” And the public will say precisely the same thing 
regarding a discussion of the budget in the Legislative Council, viz., there was 
a great discussion over the budget and that was all. The authorities already 
know from the writings in the newspapers what the public think regarding any 
measure of taxation, and a discussion of the budget in the Council will do no 
more than supply the same information. 

The right of interpellation, which has been conceded, is no better than the 
right of discussing the budget. Any member who may want to put a question 
will have to give at least six clear days’ notice in writing. No question which 
is disrespectful to Government or defamatory of any individual will be allowed, 
and it will be discretionary with the Governor-General to answer or not to 
answer any question. ‘The subjects upon which questions might be asked have 
not been settled, The time for asking questions regarding the military 
expenditure and such like matters has not yetcome, But suppose a Magistrate 
has committed an act of oppression, will no questions be allowed on the 
subject? Will or will not the members have any right to call for the papers 
connected with any case? All this remains to besettled. The right of inter- 
pellation should of course be exercised with great caution. Even in England 
the Ministers often decline to answer questions put to them on the ground that 
a reply is likely to injure public interests. Whether or not the internal 
administration of the country, the acts of the officials, the mismanagement pre-e 
vailing in any department of Government, and such like matters will be considered 
fit Subjects of discussion in the Legislative Councils, will be kuown in the course 
of time. But so far as public opinion has expressed itself on the question, it is 
clear that neither the Kuropean nor the native public are satisfied with the 
rules framed by the Viceroy. The people earnestly desire that before leaving 
the country Lord Lansdowne may be able to do some great act, but they are 
compelled to say with regret that His Excellency has failed to do anything 
great in connection with the reconstitution of the Legislative Councils, 

65. The Hitavadt, of the 9th February, says that at a recent meeting of 

The reconstitution of the Indian the Indian Legislative Council, it was stated by 
egislative « ouncils. the Viceroy that correspondence was still being 
carried on with the Secretary of State on the question of increasing the number 
of members in that Council. Itis now one year since the Indian Councils 
mil became law, and yet during that long time the correspondence between the 
rovernment of India and the Home Government on that question has not 
come toanend. The Viceroy has stated that there is a legal difficulty in the 
way of enlarging the Council. Do all difficulties occur only when some 
privilege is to be conferred on the natives? 
_The Viceroy has given no indication whatever of the manner in which the 
additional members are to be appointed. So far as can be judged from vague 


HitTavabD!I, 
Feb. 9th, 1893. 
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HiTAVADT, 
Feb. Sth, 1800. 
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hints it appears that those members will be all nominated; in other words, 
those alone who will say ditto to whatever the authorities may be pleased to 
say will be appointed as members. The present Secretary of State is one of 
the leaders of the Liberal party with whom representation 1s a cardinal 
principle of Government. The present Premier, Mr. Gladstone, too, when the 
Indian Councils Act was passed in Parliament, gave distinct hopes of intro. 
ducing a representative element into the Indian Councils. Will Mr, Gladstone 
now retrace his steps and swallow his own words, and will the Secretary of 
State now cast to the winds the principle of his own party ? Such isthe mis. 
fortune of the Indians that what they seize hold of as nectar proves poison in 
the end. The attempt at secrecy which is being made in this matter has 
caused the greatest anxiety. 

If the measure had been acceptable to the Indians, Government would not 
have kept them in ignorance about its nature while those Sycophants the 
Englishman and the Pioneer, would have given at least some indications of 
what it was like. 

Much good can be hoped for from a debate on the budget, but in the 
absence of representatives of the people in the Council such debate will be a 
mere farce. 

The members of the Council will have the right of asking questions, but 
the President will have the option of giving or refusing areply. ‘This reminds 
one of those who go to Tarkesvar to consult the god as an oracle. ‘hese poor 
votaries must fast and lie prostrate in the temple, but the god many grant 
their prayer or not just as he thinks fit. It woull have been better to have 
made definite rules regarding the circumstances under which questions are to 
be replied to or not. 

It is to oe feared that the Indian Councils Act will prove a mirage 
after all. 

66, The same paper says that it has been decided that one-kalf of the cust 

We Wie tok wt of maintaining the Calcutta Fire-brigade will be 
a levied from the dealers in jute and other inflam- 
mable articles and the other half from the general ratepayers of the Calcutta and 
adjacent municipalities. Of these ratepayers the owners of bustees are to pay 
a tax for the purpose at the rate of 8 annas for every hundred rupees of their 
income. The Municipality is most hard upon the poor owners of bustees. 
Does the Municipality want new roads to be made ?_ It is the poor owners of 
bustees who must furnish land for the purpose free of cost. Is there prevalence 
of cholera in Calcutta ? It is the same owners who must fill up the foul tanks 
in their bustees even though the heavy cost of such an operation may neces- 
sitate the sale of their bustees. The municipality find difficulty in realising 
its rates from the poor people who live on the bustees. It is therefore the 
same owners wlio mast pay these taxes no matter whether they can or cannot 
realise the sum afterwards from their tenants. Again, if dealers in jute are 
made to bear the entire cost of maintaining the fire-brigade the price of jute 
will rise. So the poor owners of bustees must bear a portion of that cost too. 
‘ven if it be conceded that the municipality is justified in requiring the 
owners of bustees to bear a portion of the cost of maintaining the fire-brigade, 
what shadow of justification is there for requiring the owners of pucca buildings 
in Calcutta to bear the cost? Who has ever heard of the breaking out of a 
fire in a pucca building in Calcutta? Some have said that a rate for the 
maintenance of a fire-brigade is paid by the rate-payers of London and 
Rangoon. But does London or Rangoon, one may ask, contain brick built 
houses like Calcutta or huge wooden edifices? The rate-payers of Calcutta 
have no one to look to their interests. Sir Henry Harrison inereased their 
hardship by adding to their burden of taxation, and now that burden is going 
to be still further increased. Why not relieve the rate-payers of Calcutta once 
for all of all this trouble by acquiring their houses and lands and sending them 
to Diappa ? All jute-mills are situate within the Cossipore-Chitpur Muni- 
cipality. Under tho existing law that municipality contributes Rs. 33,000 
towards the maintenance of the fire-brigade, while the Calcutta Municipality 
contributes only Tis, 28,000. But under the proposed law the Calcutta 
Municipslity wiil have to contribute Rs. 41,000, while the Cossipore-Chitpur 
Municipality will contribute only Rs. 10,500. Why should Calcutta pay 
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this large proportion of the cost when all the jute-mills are situate in Cossipore- 
Chitpur? The reason of this is plain enough. So much money cannot be 
raised from Cossipore-Chitpur. So the poor rate-payers of Calcutta must contri- 
bute the money. A fire in Cossipore can cross the canal and invade Calcutta. 
So the tax which should be levied upon Cossipore-Chitpur is to be levied upon 
Calcutta solely for the protection of the latter place although a space of three 
miles intervenes between the two places and a canal lies between them. 

Though the rate-payers of Calcutta will have to pay this heavy sum for the 
maintenance of the fire-brigade their representatives in the Municipal Council 
will have no control over the granting of licenses for jute-godowns. The 
power of granting such licenses will lie with the Municipal Chairman. The 
elected Commissioners have been deprived of this control because fully aware 
as they are of the inconvenience that results to the neighbouring people from 
the existance of a jute godownin a crowded locality they refuse to grant 
licenses for opening jute-godowns in such localities, a circumstance which is 
very inconvenient to dealers in jute. Mr. Cotton was known as an advocate 
of Self-Government but since his elevation to power he has changed his colours. 
There is no need of saying anything about the Lieutenant-Governor. He 
wanted to abolish the mufassal municipalities which, by the grace of God, have 
escaped that sad fate. The jury system has been already abolished, and 
Calcutta will now probably be ruined by this fire-brigade affair. 

67. The Banganivasi, of the 10th February, has the following :— 

Reform of the Legislative The people of this country have been long 
Councils. waiting tosee the rules which have been framed 
under the new Indian Councils Act. Indeed, though the Indians live under 
a civilised and constitutional form of Government, they do not possess the 
privilege of discussing public measures which is possessed even by the subjects 
of the half-civilised Russian Government. Full six months after the passing of 
the new Act, the people were kept in ignorance as to the actual reforms which 
were going to be introduced by Government under its provisions. It was only 
on the 2nd February last that the Viceroy publicly stated what the Govern- 
ment had been so long doing in the matter. Whatthe Viceroy said in the 
Legislative Council is not at all satisfactory or encouraging. His Excellency 
has still kept the public in the dark as to the manner in which the members 
of the new Council will be appointed. The Secretary of State is said to have 
some doubts as to the legality of the rules framed for that purpose. When 
the Indian Councils Bill was passed into law, Mr. Gladstone, and for that 
matter, Lord Cross himself, assured Parliament that though vo provision was 
expressly laid down in the Bill for the election of members, still in the rules 
which were to be framed thereunder, provision would be made for recruiting 
members of the Council by election from such public bodies as Municipali- 
ties and Boards. It is probable that Lord Lansdowne has not framed the rules 
in this spirit, but has provided for the nomination of members by Government, 
and not for their election, and this is probably the reason why a conspicuous 
Liberal like Lord Kimberley has withheld his sanction from the rules. It 
is therefore Lord Lansdowne, and not Lord Kimberley, who is to blame for the 
delay which is taking place in giving effect to this portion of the Act. Indeed, 
Lord Kimberley is rather to be credited with a good intention in not sanctioning 
the rules, if they have been really framed in the spirit referred to above. But 
it 1s a question, whether at a time when the Ministry in England is wholly busy 
with the Home Rule Bill, any one will find sufficient leisure to pay proper 
attention to Indian affairs. So far as the writer can see, it is to the Viceroy 
himself that the people of India must look for giving proper effect to the Act, 
and it is hoped Lord Lansdowne will not fail to win the ever lasting gratitude 
of the people of this country by recasting the rules already framed. 

The rules for the conduct of business have nothing new about them. 

he writer fails to see what good will result from the privilege of offering ob- 
servations on the Financial Statement, when such observations will not be put 
nl ~ vote or any action taken upon them. Is it for acquiring such an 
pty privilege that the people have been crying for the last decade? ‘Then, 


again, no hard-and-fast rule has been laid down as to what classes of questions. 


will be allowed, It is true that, in the absence of such a rule, the President 
Will disallow any question affecting not only the interest of Government itself, 
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but of any of its favourite officers, on the plea of its being inconsistent with 
public interest. Is such reform desirable, and is it a sign of any real improve. 
ment? It was stated by His Excellency that the rules have been framed on 
the model of Parliamentary rules, Whatever verbal likeness the new rules may 
have to the Parliamentary rules of business, they bear no real semblance to 
those rules. In Parliament the Ministers cannot summarily disallow a ques 
tion, without the risk of provoking a discussion, but in India this summary power 
is given to the President of the Council. 

If an extension of the new privilege is desired, the members of the 
Council should not show themselves in a hurry to take advantage of the new 
rules to worry Government, as, in that case, even the limited privilege con. 
ceded may be withdrawn. Let the people go on with their agitation for the 
reform of the Legislative Councils, and they will surely get what they want in 
course of time. 


68. The Pratikar, of the 10th February, says that considerable mischief 
The Habitual Oflenders Bill, Will be done if the Habitual Offenders Bill is passed 
' into law inits present form, and the police is 
vested with increased powers. 

The measure would not certainly have been given the form in which it is 
now presented to the public if the authorities had known what great power is 
exercised by the police over the village population. If the Bill becomes law, 
woe be to him who incurs the displeasure of the police! There is time yet, and 
there should be an agitation over the matter. 


69. Referring to the new rights which have been conferred on the 
Indian Legislative Councils, the same paper says 
heres ents conferred on that the people’s long and persistent agitation 
e Legislative Councils. : : " ~ : 
for securing a reform of the Legislative Councils 
now promises to produce some good result, and they are grateful to 
Government for this. It is certain that the new arrangements will lead to 
slightly better results than at present, but they will not be found beneficial to the 
extent desired by the people. It is not clear how the new rights can be 
exercised for the purpose of checking the arbitrary conduct of the officers of 
Government. Be that as it may, the people should, for the present, be satisfied 
with what they have got. 


70. The Sérasvat Patra, of the 11th February, says that though certain 

. acts of Lord Lansdowne have not given satisfac- 

PR pe oa 9 Be Bedh moss: ge tion to the people, they can never doubt his good 

and honest intentions. The speech made by His 

Excellency in the Indian Legislative Council on the reconstruction of that 
Councii is a proof that he cherishes such intentions in regard to this country. 

Some people will, no doubt, undervalue tke right ofinterpellation given by 

the new rules, inasmuch as the President will have the power of disallowing any 

question, and no discussion will be allowed on the answers. But though the 

right is not, it is true, a very large or substantial one, yet if the members exer- 

cise it with discretion and care it cannot but, under a just Government, fail to 

produce most beneficial results. At any rate, considering that the questions 

and answers will remain recorded for the benefit of future members, it cannot 

be said that the right now conceded will prove perfectly useless. Again, if the 

Government derives any advantage from the new arrangement, it may not 


unreasonably be expected that the right of interpellation will be extended 
in future. 


71. The Sanjivani, of the 11th February, says that the privilege of inte 
pellation conceded to the members of the Viceroy’s 
Legislative Council is a very limited one, as the 
Viceroy or the Presidentof the Council, for the tim® 
being, will have the right of disallowing any question, and as the membat 
will have no right of demanding answer to a question, as a matter 
course. Anybody can see that little benefit will accrue to the country from 
such a limited privilege. Indeed, the people will not be satisfied with it. Thé 
only real advantage gained is the privilege of making observations on tb 


Financial Statement. This is the result of agitation, and it shows what cal 
be achieved by agitation. 


The new rules for the Supreme 
Legislative Council. 
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72. The Bangavdst, of the 11th February, says that the proposed re- 
constitution of the Legislative Councils has been 
The reconstitution of the Legis- postponed for some legal objection. In the mean- 
lative Councils. time the Viceroy has framed rules for the discus- 
sion of the budget and for the asking of questions in the Council, The reform, 
so far as it goes, will be of benefit to the country. But, then, to a subject- 
country even the smallest privilege is better than no privilege. As for the 
writer himself, the privilege given has filled him neither with exaltation nor 
with disappointment. 
73. <A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 13th February, con- 
siders Mr. A. M. Bose the fittest person to be re- 
Mr. A. M. Bose’s fitnessfora turned to the Bengal Council by the Calcutta 
membership of the Bengal Coun- ‘TJniversity, He is independent, conversant with 
the condition of the people in the Mufassal, of a 
quiet, amiable disposition, and possesses a thorough knowledge of the law. 
The writer is unwilling to see Babu Raj Kumar Sarvadhikari elected to the 
Council. Babu Raj Kumar is a zamindar’s man, and will not be able to express 
his views with independence on questions affecting the interests of zamindar 
and raiyat, | 

74. The Somedd Prdbhdékdr, of the 14th February, has the following on 

The Presidency Small Cause the Presidency Small Cause Courts Act Amend- 
Courts Act Amendment Biil. ment Bill:— 

The Judges of the Calcutta Small Cause Court are, with the exception of 
one, barristers of long standing, and that one is an ornament of the Subordinate 
Judicial Service, his experience of the mufassal extending over 35 years, 
Now, the new Bill proposes to make Munsifs of five years’ standing eligible for 
a Judgeship of that court. And it is not easy to see how men who in the 
mufassal try ordinary money suits of the value of Rs. 100 should be able to 
try intricate Calcutta cases, involving questions of the English law which 
they have never studied, The object of this measure is, as the Englishman 
newspaper thinks, the abolition of the Original Side of the High Court. The 
Bill makes suits of over Rs. 1,000, decided by the Small Cause Court, appeal- 
able to the High Court, and provides for the hearing of the appeals in 
the same way and manner in which the appeals from the Original Side of the 
High Court are heard. In all suits decided by the Original Side of the High 
Court evidence is recorded é” extenso, in order that a correct finding may be 
arrived at by the Appellate Bench, but, under the Bill, no such thing will be 
done by the Small Cause Court, in the trials of such appealable suits the notes 
of evidence taken by the Judges of that Court being considered sufficient for 
- purposes of appeal. One is, therefore, at a loss to see how these Small Cause 
Court suits will be decided after the manner of the suits in the Original Side of 
the High Court. Probably the Hon’ble mover of the Bill will some day propose 
the abolition of the Original Side of the High Court, and the substitution in 
its place of a district court, presided over by a District Judge, one or two 
Subordinate Judges, and afew Munsifs. Butevenif such a court is established, 
it will be necessary to have regular plaints, written statements, and records of 
evidence in extenso—things which are considered unnecessary in Small Cause 
Court trials. It is therefore clear that there will be considerable mischief if 
this Bill is passed into the law. 

75. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 14th February, says that, as the Secretary 
of States has doubts regarding the ipterpretation 
to be given to some portions of the Indian Councils 
Act, the appointment of additional members will 
be postponed until those doubts are cleared up. It is, no doubt, curious that 
the Secretary of State should have doubts regarding the meaning of an Act, 
every word of which was settled after a fierce discussion in Parliament. If 
Lord Kimberley cannot really understand the meaning of any provision of the 
new law, let him get it settled by means of public discussion. It seems that 
Government in this country is for doing all things secretly, or why should it 
withhold from the Indians all information regarding a law which was passed 
expressly for their benefit ? 

The right of discussing the budget, which has been conceded, is useless in- 
asmuch as such a discussion will not lead to any alteration in the budget. The 
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same may also be said of the right of putting questions. The President will 
disallow any question, a reply to which may, in his opinion, prove injurious to 
the interests of the public, ‘hus, if the reply to a question is likely to bring to 
light some fault or shortcoming of any individual member, the question will be 
disallowed by the President. This shows that the new rightis asham. The 
Viceroy has said that the rules regarding the right of putting questions have 
been framed on the line of those in force in the Houses of Parliament. But in 
Parliament a member can always force Government to give a reply to his 
question, while here the option of replying or refusing a reply to a question 
has been given to the President. If the reform of the Legislative Councils means 
this, the writer would have none of it. He knows that England is free, and 
that India is a subject-country, and that there can be no comparison between 
the two. It is therefore a great mistake on the part of the people of this 
country to try to imitate the ways of Englishmen in the matter of political 
agitation. But this much is certain that, if after educating the people of this 
country and giving them the power to unravel the secrets of politics, English- 
men should behave unkindly to them whenever any opportunity of doing them 
a really good turn offers itself, then the writer must characterize their profes- 
sions of kindness for the Indians as hollow and unsubstantial. 


I1V.—NATIVE SraTES. 


76. The Hitavddi, of the 9th February, says that the fate of the native 

3 princes hangs by a slender thread. The power- 

ee a ful British Government is the arbiter of their 
destinies. Those amonz the native princes who are unable to please that 
Government are being hurled down from their ancestral thrones, and driven 
away like dogs and jackals. ‘There was a dacoity in the Malia State, and Lieu- 
tenant Gordon and two police officers were killed by the dacoits. The death 
of an English military officer at.the hands of dacoits in Malia has sealed the 
fate of the Thakur of that State. The Thakur has been deposed, no one knows 


for what offence. Government says that he has been deposed for want of 
administrative ability. 


V.—PRrOSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


77. The Sahachar, of the 8th February, says that since last year scarcity 


has made its appearance in most places in Bengal. 


Even now poor people are crying for food, and 
many of them are getting their children fed on rice-water. Rice is selling at ‘ 


a high price. In Calcutta old rice cannot be had under Rs. 5 per maund, 
while new rice is selling at Rs. 45 per maund. Rice selling at Rs, 4 per 
maund was considered by Lord Northbrook as famine price. It is therefore 
clear that rice has been selling at more than famine price for the last one year 
and a half. Last vear some Jadmashes in the Jamtara subdivision of the 
Sonthal Parganas district took advantage of the prevailing scarcity to incite 
the Sonthals to acts of dacoity and rovbery, by declaring that English rule in 
this country was nearing its end, and the people should now shift for them- 
selves. And though the actual perpetrators of the crimes have been detected 
and punished, the men who instigated those crimes are still at large. An 
enquiry ought to be instituted as to the whereabouts of these men. It is 
hoped that Government will look to the matter, 


78. The Hitavddt, of the 9th February, says that this isa very bad 


; , ear. Thoug ) 
Distress in the country. y ugh new rice now can be had in the 


market, the price of rice continues high. Wails of 
distress are being heard all over Bengal, and, in addition to the scarcity of food, 
there is everywhere scarcity of water. The distress in Madras is greater than 
that in these provinces. But Lord Wenlvck is on the alert. As for Bengal. no 
ove seems alive to the situation. sel 


79. The Bangardsi, of the 11th February, has learnt that there has been 
Distress in the Khulna district. a total failure of tue paddy crop in Bholanathpur, 


: we within the jurisdiction of the Jamira thana in the 
Khulna district. lhe people are literally starving, and many are going over 
to other parts of the uistrict. ‘here has also been a total failure of the crops ia 


Distress in Bengal. 


rw 


mauza Talbari of the seventh division of the Sunderbans, included within the 
‘urisdiction of the Kaliganj thana. 
me The same sides te learnt that scarcity prevails in Saheb Khali-abad 
Searcity in the 24-Parganas dis- within the jurisdiction of Hasanabad thana in the 
trict. 24-Parganas district. ; 
81. The Bankura Darpan, of the 16th February, says that this year the 
condition of the crops at Simlapul in the district of 
Scarcity in the district of Bankura is unsatisfactory. The writer has learnt 
—" from a reliable source that scarcity has compelled 
nearly three-fourths of the low class population of Simlapul to leave their 
homes and settle elsewhere. This is a sufficient proof of the existence of 
scarcity in this part of the district. The authorities are requested to enquire 


into the matter. 
VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


89. The Hitavddi, of the 9th February, says that one of the objects 
which have led the Austrian Archduke to visit 
The Austrian Archduke’s visit Jndia isto gain a knowledge of Indian affairs. 
— But it is not easy to see how he will be able to gain 
that knowledge. On seeing the splendour of the welcome that will be 
accorded to him, and the magnificence of the English officers, he will perhaps 
take India for an Elysium on earth, and will not have even the faintest idea of 
the fact that the majority of people in this country are shedding tears on 
account of starvation, or semi-starvation, or on account of being deprived of 
their rights. 

83. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 10th February, complains 

of scarcity of water in Jalilpur and some other 

Scarcity of water inthe Farid- vyi)Jacves within the jurisdiction of Pangsa thana in 

_sadtarromsen the Faridpur district, and says though Rs. 400 have 

been granted by Government for the excavation of a tank, nothing has been yet 

done iv that direction. The only reseryoirs of water in these villages are wells, 
and these begin to dry up in February.  _ 

84. The Banganivdst, of the 10th February, says that Sir Charles Elliott has 
interpreted the eager curiosity of the people of 
Chittagong to get a glimpse of his person during 
his visit to that part of the country as meaning 
that the people wished to express their satisfaction with his rule in that way. 
In this, however, His Honour is greatly mistaken. In European countries, it 
is‘ true, the people express their gratification with the rule of their sovereign 
in this way. But itis not so in India. With the Indians loyalty is a deep- 
rooted quality of the heart, which does not fluctuate, as in Europe, according 
to the character of the sovereign. 

85. The Prakriti, of the 11th February, gives in Bengali the substance 

——— _ Of the conversation between Mr. Forbes-Mitchell 
Renner eee Mitchell's Mutiny and a Muhammadan spy, which appeared in the 
Slaltesman newspaper under the title of “The 
Scenes of the Mutiny Revisited.” 
86. A correspondent of the Sanjivant, of the 11th February, writing 
from Khulna, deprecates theatrical performances 
Theatrical performance in oon- jn connection with the Khulna Industrial and 
nection with the Khulna Indus- Acricul 1 Sh ° 
trial and Agricultural Show. gricultural Show, inaugurated some four years ago 
by Dr. K. D. Ghosh, the more so as prostitutes 
take part in the performances, The holding of such an amusement in the 
midst of an illiterate people whose morality is not of a very superior order 
ls likely to have a very demoralising effect upon them. It is hoped the 
authorities will not convert a useful institution like the Show into an occasion 
for indulging in immoral amusements. 
87. The Samaj-o- Sahitya, of the 12th February, has the following :— 
There are no crops in the country, no good water, and also no good roads. 
We are therefore helpless. How should we get 
The officials and the people. food for ourselves when we are tormented by 
diseases? We are in a fix, and know not what 
to do. We have sores all over our bodies and do not kaow what remedy 


Sir Charles Ellidtt’s visit to 
Chittagong. 


BaNGAVASI. 
Feb, llth, 1893. 


BaNKORA DaBPAN, 
Feb, 15th, 1893. 


HITAVADI. 
Feb. 9th, 1893, 
* 


SUDHAKEAR, 
Feb, 10th, 1893, 


BaNGaVas!I, 
Feb, 10th, 1893, 


PRAERITI, 
Feb. llth, 1898, | 


SANSIVANI ie 
Feb. llth, 1893. 


“6b 
SaMaJ-0-Sauitra, 
Feb. 12th, 1893, 


GP 5 ER A PREEMPT 
_ ao oh iapsnsedie aa — . ee a - Nes . oS Nee AS ee = —_ q —— 


ets nae 
* “. ; . on id = ” > . v « - ao 
5 — ~< ‘ -~s : ws ee 5 gee SP . ~ - . hate on sails = ” 
feeburd ‘ 
" . ' ell 2 . . enn - a or : 
grag ke OE AI LULL IRIE, VEE AED «5 EPEC OS cd pagh AEA te roe BRM Sy ; 
es: : ; , 7 om pe Densaiel < : 
- — —" ‘ % ; . as = “ . 
; ‘ oe i : - ss et . 
% wes Wine a ag SE ae s Lr senate er > a 


* 
3 
% 
$. 
ba 
# 
aa 
# 
t 


5 
> 
: 
r 
af 
; 
4 
> 
ne 
ss 
" 
s 
a 
#2 
, 
. 
‘ 
Ps 
| 
5 
> 
q 
‘a oy 
ap 
Be. 
4 
dx 
a 
> 
¥ 
"a 
Pani? 9.3 
r Hy oo: 
<. " 
abe sy 
‘ i nS 
(= aed 
Ane % 
Ps 
re 
Pak: 
¥ 
ae 
. 
: 
= 
’ 
- 
yy 
< 
s 
rh 
é 
% 
4 
y. 
“ 
% 
os 
aity 
ak 
4 
4 ‘ 
i 
aot 
Ne j 
: ¢ 
ho @ 
£ 4 1% 
4 % 
’ 
4 a 


34 
* 
Gr 
> 
: at, 
> ee | 
- é y ay 
$ P| “ta 
“y ‘ a < 
2. 2 < : 
. a . 
: ’ ‘ 
_ 2 : 
te 
he . 
, ' ne. 
we teste. 
, $ er 
o S 
i j 9 
: ot ae 
Ry et. s 
Hk ¥ vey > 
ian Fe i 
CO ge * 
ce La. ta 
4 4 : ; wale 
§ » i ee 
a d 4 oe 7 
§ ine’ 
Sey a 
a 56r aas 
‘ ‘Fe Ag 
> s i . a 
* +E eS 
“By 5 2 t 
4 Ae a. ¢ 
so at 
7. Bes q 
: 7. *. ae 
~ 2 
aS ky) : 
ee Pin Oe 5 
. ¥ has 
wei ae yy te F 
o : * 
é) 
ay - 
am 4S 
“@ ee be 
4 orate 
P. | 2 
- ts 
Sy 
hae 5 ee ? 
ws) peers: 
v ? Sie: 4 
we Bee 
ie A ow » 
Wee 
oes "g: ee. 
Sik een’ | 
a mrs ; 
el 2 
3% ‘ . ‘. 
: i 
» #1 ee 
¢ *; ae 
Sh CRS 
A ont 
ce coe * 
«hues ¥ 
: at. 2 
3 : oe 
,o 9 i ay 
Dye 
‘s o SS 
ies ‘ 
7 had 
¥ Den 
a ee 
ey ee 
" Se ia 
é Pee ie 
% &» << Se 
a eet 
: i ake : ¢ 
op, ies! 
& 2 2 r 
i Sees s 
aS ae 
} : 
bah 
ae F 
‘ 


SaMVaD VAHIKA, 
Jan. Sth, 1893 


RamvaD VAHIKA. 


UrxkaL Dipika, 
Jan. 7tb, 1893. 


( 134 ) 


will cure them. She who can cure our sores lives far off, over the sea, and she 
does not know that we have so many sores, That fact is, indeed, concealed 
from her. 


Our Sovereign is the best of English women, and an incarnation of Sakti, 
We Hindus and Mussulmans are her chief subjects. Those who stand 
between us and our Sovereign are the men who prevent the cure of our sores 
and have made them far worse. We cannot manage to get food and clothin 
for ourselves. And if, in addition to that, we have so many sores, how shall we 
remain alive? It is owing to the fault of the officers who stand between us 
and our Sovereign that we have no rice in our houses, no straw on our thatchs, 
no good water in our tanks, khals, and beels. Even when we get good 
water, we must pay taxes for it, for without such payment there is no getting 
even water. So we are helpless. Far from helping us in our distress, the 
officials are for depriving us of all resources—even that of begging for rice, 
We can suffer everything but the snatching away of oar rice and ill-treatment by 
the arbiters of our destinics. Ifthe servant is beaten by his master’s children, 
he can bear that beating very well, and it is also possible for him to avoid such 
beating. But when the master himself dismisses him he is a ruined man 
without food or resources. 


Many of these men mightily magnify our least faults, and without 
letting us know the praise that is lavished every day upon us for our 
loyalty by our Sovereign, they harass and torment us. Feeble beings 
that we are, how should we bear all this? It is only because we are 
Hindus and Mussulmans of Aryavarta that these inflictions have not yet 
deprived us of our senses. But how can we say that we are not deprived of our 
senses? We see our children and parents die before our eyes for want of 
food, we see our wives and daughters, our mothers and aunts stand 
half-naked before us for want of clothing. We are scorched by the sun and 
drenched by rain, and we also shiver with cold. Howcan we say, then, that we 
are not out of our senses? Our wants and difficulties are due in a very small 
measure to our own fault, but almost wholly to that of the officials. 


The visits of inspection paid by the officers to localities afflicted by provi- 
dential visitations do us no good whatever. The people are required by the 
inspecting officer to present themselves before him in their best clothes. The 
village roads are cleared, and the villagers make the officer presents of pro- 
visions, though they themselves may be in sore need of them. The officer 
reports that the villagers have no wants and are well off, and no relief is there- 
fore granted by Government. And the result is that village people die for 
want of relief. 


Uriya PAPERS. 


88. The Samvad Vahika, of the 5th January, regrets to notice that the 


Rise in the price of rice in Price of rice and paddy in the Balasore district is 
Balasore. rising. 


89. The same paper complains hay certain amins, engaged in demar~ 

: cation work in connection with the Orissa settle- 
apPPreasion by the settlement ment in the Balasore district, are oppressing the 
people in various ways. The writer describes how 

some of these amins went to the village Somenathpur in pargana Armala in 
Balasore thana, drew up a line in such a manner as to pass through the house 
and homestead land of Jadu Senapati and others, threatened to remove the 
house and other obstacles in question, and disappeared from the scene on the 


payment of something by the villagers in the shape of illegal gratification. 
Tue paper quotes some other instances of such oppression. 


90. The Jajpur correspondent of the Utkal Dipika, of the 7th January, 
i a bears testimony to similar oppression, by giving 
Pe y out that the kistwar and khanapuri amins, 
: engaged in survey and settlement work in Bhadrak, 
unnecessarily trouble the raiyats by dragging chains through their harvested 
paddy, and by removing several yards of fences, hedges, &c., when the removal 
of one or two yards of the same would have proved sufficient. 


a 


91. The same paper is sorry to find that no Uriyas have as yet been 

appointed as Munsifs, though some have found 

Appointment of Uriyas as their way into the Subordinate Executive Service. 

— It hopes that Government will bring the matter to 

the notice of the High Court, and appoint some natives of Orissa, practising 

as pleaders in the courts of that province, to the Judicial Branch of the 
Provincial Service. : 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


92. The Silchar, of the 30th January, has the following :— 

In dealing with the prisoners in British Indian jails no consideration of 
any kind is shown for their previous station in life 
, ed — of prisoners 1 or the nature of the offence committed by them. 
chat ces Be a prisoner guilty of murder, or common theft, 
or any other kind of offence, he has to eat the same food, to wear the same 
dress, and to submit to the same regulation as regards labour and other things 
that are prescribed for all prisoners. A jangia, and anyrakha, reaching up to the 
elbows, a leg-iron, and a wooden token, suspended from achain in the neck, 
form the dress of every prisoner. Oh, what a dismal sight this! This equality 
of treatment to all prisoners, irrespective of the nature of their crimes, is very 
objectionable. All this has reference only to native prisoners. As regards the 
European prisoners, they are treated in an entirely different way. The writer 
will not say whether this difference of treatment is either just or proper. To 
return to the native prisoners. They take rest on Sundays, and moral instruc- 
tions should be given them on those days, with the view of improving their 
character. Each prisoner earns on an average Rs. 5 per month, and yet he 
cannot get sufficient food to eat. The regulation allowance of ten chitaks of 
rice is not sufficient for all prisoners. The practice of sending prisoners to 
work outside the jail compound is very objectionable. The prisoners from 

respectable classes feel so much ashamed at this, that they do not feel an 
scruple to commit suicide whenever they get an opportunity. Now that jail 


reform is tn contemplation, Government should take the above into its con- 
sideration. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Officiating Bengali Translator, 


BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 18th February 1893. 
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